Winter Damage on Needled Evergreens and Broadleaf Evergreens

& Plants that may show damage: Boxwood, Dwarf Alberta Spruce, Holly,
» Rhododendron, Andromeda and Leucothoe to name a few.

. face. In addition to wind, during winter dormancy, plants are unable to
soak up any moisture from the ground. Therefore they are extremely dry,
and can get “wind burn” resulting in browning or discolored leafs or nee-
dles.

Proactive Care: Spray plants in early winter with an anti-dessicant, like Wilt-Pruf to pro-
tect them during the winter months. Wilt-Pruf creates a wax lie film on the surface of
the plant to help lock the moisture in.

Too Late?: If your plants have already been damaged, you can apply Miracid Liquid Fer-

tilizer starting around mid-May. This will help the plants push new growth which will ei-

ther cover the browned areas, or force them to shed the dead needles or leaves. If after

three or four applications of fertilizer you do not see any improvement, you may want to
consider replacing the plant.

Snow Mold Damage to Lawns

Lawns most susceptible to damage: All lawns are susceptible to snow
mold, however perennial rye grasses are more susceptible.

Reason for Damage: There can be a few different reasons for snow
mold. 1) you did not mow your lawn short enough during the last cut-
ting the previous year. 2) Your soil is holding moisture. 3) Snow cover
remained on lawn areas for long periods of time. (we all know this to
be the case for this year!)

Proactive Care: When you are mowing your lawn for the last time in :
the fall, mow to a height of about 2 inches. In most cases, there m
isn’t a great deal we can do about the moisture content of the & ;s\ :
soil, or the rate at which the snow melts.

Too Late?: If your lawn already shows signs of snow mold, lightly s
rake the area to remove. Lightly is the key word! The mold is un- E&;
sightly, however, rarely causes damage to the root system, so

don’t rake so hard that you pull the grass out. Soon enough, your -
grass will green up. If not, apply a thin layer of soil and overseed. Bt

Vole Damage to Lawns

& Lawns most susceptible to damage: All lawns

\ Reason for Damage: Most vole damage occurs in the winter when voles move through
their grass runways under protection of snow or where there are thick, tall grasses and
3. weeds. Heaviest vole damage seems to coincide with years of heavy snowfall.

Proactive Care: Mowing the grass shorter in fall can help, but is not always
effective when years of heavy snowfall occur. Voles are extremely prolific
4 and bait or repellants are available an can be considered.

Too Late?: If your lawn already shows signs of vole damage and vole tunnel-
ing, you can generally walk over the areas and tamp them down with you
 foot (just like replacing a divot). If necessary, spread a thin layer of soil an
overseed. The inset picture here shows the tunnel ending at a shrub (which

. also has damage). Pay close attention to shrubs in this condition, as their
root systems have been gnawed and they may need replacing. If damage is

minimal, prune damaged branches and liquid fertilize.
1506 Route 209

A | Brodheadsville, PA 18322
Chestnut Hill Nurs
ey www.chnursery.com




